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Kazaa media desktop is by far the sharing programs and it would be easy 
number one downloaded computer to find before the DVD release date. 
program from the internet. Millions of The video would have been obtained 
users are sharing a wide range of files from a video shot in a movie theatre or 
on a 24 hour, 365-day per year basis. a digitized copy of the film version. 
Each user designates a shared folder One of the last points made is that the 
on their computer; files are uploaded video would be accessible in a couple 
and downloaded from this folder. of hours using a high-speed internet 

connection.
Recently, there was a news piece that 
appeared on the popular news The interviewers spoke to major studio 
magazine “60 Minutes” concerned to gets its reaction to this erosion of 
about file sharing programs that are their monopoly in the areas of 
popular on the internet. The program distribution. The studio said it was not 
mentioned Kazaa media desktop and immediately concerned but was 
Grokster. Kazaa is downloaded about keeping its eye on the situation.
10 times more frequently than 
Grokster. They discussed the wide After this program aired, I decided to 
variety of files that are shared through experiment to see what the fuss was all 
these serv ices. They asked an about and see how my experiences 
executive with Grokster if he felt would compare. I have a high-speed 
responsible for the fi les being Bell Sympatico DSL connection, so I 
transmitted, he said that the files being should be all set.
exchanged are none of his business, 
Grokster only provided the means; it I decided to download Kazaa because 
was up to the users to decide what files of its much larger user base. This 
to share. program is very easy to find as it is at 

the top of the list with all download 
The program went on to discuss the services. I obtained the program very 
newest form of media being shared, quickly. The nagware program of 
namely  fu ll -l ength vi deo. The “Gator” supports the free version of 
programmed aired just before the Kazaa. You can buy a non-nagware 
official release date of “Findi ng version for $30. As I was not sure how 
Nemo” DVD. They felt that this DVD much I would use the program, I went 
would be quite a good seller. “60 with the free version.
Minutes” indicated that the demand 
for this movie is high with these file- To prepare for the possible invasion of 

Continued on pg. 7

COMPUTER FEST - Fall 2003 SHOW
Hall 6, Inter Centre, 6900 Airpor t Road, Mississauga

November 28-30, 2003
Friday 10am-9pm, Saturday & Sunday 10am-6pm

 Come see what hidden treasures you will find and while your here, drop by 
and say hello at the PCCT booth.
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Window s SIGWindow s SIG
Leader:  Fr ank La tchford    b arley@the-wire.com

Here is where you can learn how to get and use the maximum from MS Windows.  You will learn how 
to use all the Windows tools, and make Windows run more efficiently on your machine.  By 
participating in these monthly sessions (1st Tuesday), you can become an expert user in a year or less.  
You will learn tips and tricks that will save you hours, meet many power uses, see the latest Windows 
products and perhaps win a valuable door prize.

So come and join our other Windows users and learn more about Windows Operating Systems. This is 
the only Free and Live support for Windows that you can find around the Greater Toronto Area.  Visit 
the Events Calendar on our website.  Bring your questions and see you there!

MS Off ic e SIGMS Off ic e SIG
Leader:  Lloyd Linds ay  lloyd.l@sympatico.c a

Learn how to use the Microsoft Office 2000/97, suite of programs: Word, Excel, PowerPoint and 
Access, and Outlook.  A SIG geared to helping small businesses make effective use of this software 
(and also helpful to home users).  Bring your questions.  Answers or helpful hints, useful shortcuts, 
etc. are also most welcome.  We meet once a month, on the 3rd Thursday of the month. Visit the Events 
Calendar on our website.

Invest m ent  SIGInvest m ent  SIG
Leader:   Ken Morgan   (416) 491-1932

If you’re interested in learning how to invest your money and see it grow, (who isn’t) this is the SIG for 
you.  The 1st Wednesday of every month, Ken Morgan leads the Investment SIG.  He facilitates 
discussions on how to make certain investments, and looks at fundamental and technical analysis of 
data programs.  Once in a while he changes pace by brining in a speaker.  If you are interested in some 
very interesting discussion, then you’ll want to attend this SIG.  Visit the Events Calendar on our 
website.

In t ern et  SIGInt ern et  SIG
Leader:   Murray Dobbs  moedobbs@sympatico.ca

This SIG concentrates on how to access and utilize the various resources of the Internet.  If you are 
having difficulties using the Internet or wish to learn more about its various features and related issues, 
then this is the SIG for you.  The first 15 minutes fo the SIG are used to answer participants’ specific 
questions.  Visit the Events Calendar on our Website. We meet on the 4th Thursday of the month.  
Love to see you there!

Dig i t a l  Im aging SIGDig i t a l  Im aging SIG
Leader:  Ron Caine   ron_caine@msn.com

Interested in scanners, photography, digital cameras and the software to run all that? Then this SIG is 
for you. We will go over all facets of manipulating pixels to give you the results you want.  We can give 
you tips on improving your projects, so please bring samples of your work with you.  Valuable 
Software and Magazines will be awarded along with some new prizes. Visit the Events Calendar on 
our website. We meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month.  See you Wednesday! 

Dayt im e SIGDayt im e SIG
Leader:  David Higgins   davidmhiggins@rogers.com

Daytime SIG is so popular it meets twice a month, every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  in the 
daytime. Having problems with your computer? Bought new software, can’t install it? Not sure where 
you can purchase an item? You’re a new member and want to meet your fellow club members, them 
come on out to the Daytime SIG. You get to hear all the latest news in computing hardware and 
software, hear all the club announcements and there is a demonstration every meeting on how to use a 
particular utility, office and shareware programs for Windows. Visit the Events Calender on our 
website.

The Personal Computer Club Of Toronto (PCCT) is an independent, not-for-profit 
association for people who use PC microcomputers. Our philosophy: Users helping 
Users.

read.me is the newsletter of the PCCT, featuring articles by club members and 
members of other user groups from around the world. Opinions expressed are those 
of the writers and not necessarily of the PCCT.

All Rights Reserved. Original material may be reproduced unedited by non-profit 
organizations provided that credit is given to read.me and the author, and a copy is 
forwarded to the club. Original material being that of a listed PCCT member. All other 
material may not be reproduced.

Please note: Fees, dates, and specifications are subject to change without notice.

The PCCT does not assume responsibility for damages arising from the publication or 
non-publication of any advertisement in this newsletter. Acceptance of advertising 
does not imply endorsement by the club.

PCCTT The Personal Computer Club of Toronto

President
Sig Coordinator Director  Ron Caine
  Dorene Jacobs   Vacant  president@pcct.org
  Sigs@pcct.org  905-889-8333
  416-486-1609 Director
   VacantVice President
Director  A.J. Parl
  Ken Horne Director  vp@pcct.org
  khornet@sympatico.ca   Douglas Tench  905-771-6114
  416-661-6199   dougie.txx@canoemail.com

  416-221-2703Treasurer
Director  Peter A. Penak
  Gaye Robertson Past President  treasurer@pcct.org
  membership@pcct.org   Martin Moss  908-571-1050
  416-781-2894   smarty4u@rogers.com
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Special Events Manager We need a volunteer!

Web Master Paul Leduc webmaster@pcct.org

Assistant Web Master Otto Lang mst1@trends.ca

 

Facilities & Venues  We need a volunteer!

General Meetings Manager We need a volunteer!

Marketing - Promotions Martin Moss info@pcct,org 

Memberships Gaye Robertson membership@pcct.org

Newsletter Editor We need a volunteer! editor@pcct.org 

Online Services A.J. Parl online@pcct.org 

Program Manager We need a volunteer! events@pcct.org

SIG Coordinator Dorene Jacobs sigs@pcct.org

VOLUNTEERS & RESPONSIBILITIES

Do you know of a special rebate offer, discount, out 
of this world deal? Does your company have a 
special offer for PCCT members only? Email the 
details, including a web address/link to PCCT 
president at  president@pcct.org or the Editor at  
editor@pcct.org.  We will make sure our members 
are informed and we willl try to print your tip in the 
next issue of read.me.

PCCT Needs You!
Volunt eer  Now

PCCT has the following positions available:

Director - Two positions open.  These are Board of 
Directors positions.

General Meetings Manager, Facilities & Venues - 

Programs Manager - Arranges guest speakers for General 
Meetings.

Special Events Manager - Coordinates volunteers for 
computer shows and arranges other special events (ie: 
annual picnic).

Interested but not yet a PCCT member? Take advantage of 
the “FREE” admission  coupon on the back page and join 
us at the next General meeting . Experience what PCCT 
can offer you! 

For further details please contact the PCCT president, 
Ron Caine -  president@pcct.org.

Arranges room for general meetings, setup is correct, 
adequate facilities.  Required hardware is setup and 
functional.

Are you
“Write”
for us?

You can write for read.me .  It’s not hard and you don’t have to be a 
professional writer . All you need are some ideas, curiosity and 
enthusiasm. Tried out a new piece of software lately? A game? Found 
an interesting site on the web? Read an interesting book? Got a tip? 
Then tell us! Got an  interview? Let us know your idea! Try to keep it to  
800 words or less.  Word Document or ASCII text. Screen shots where 
space available.

This  adver t is ing
spac e c ould be

 . . . YOURS!
Cont ac t  t he ed i t or  for  det a i ls : ed i t or@pc c t .org
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PCCT gratefully acknowledges the financial 
support of the  

an agency of the Ministry of Culture. The 
Foundation receives annually $100 million in 

government funding generated through 
Ontario's charity casino initiative.

Ontario Trillium Foundation ,

Can you STUMP the 
Computer?

An experiment in Artificial 
Intelligence. Play the 20Q.net 
game. Neur al-net  on the Internet.

http://www.20q.net/index.html

collage. Bring up Print Pilot. Then drag in several of the 
group snaps from your source in Windows Explorer and God’s gift to Image people.
place these snaps in the screen space around one of the 

Revue by Trevelyan Beard group snaps. 
Miracles come my way every now and then. I remember Crop a face from one of the snaps, pull it to enlarge, 
when I first got Adobe Premier to work without crashing rotate if needed and drag it to a position on the main 
- that was one miracle. Then there was the time I came snapshot. Take another group snap and pick another face 
across a new HP 1215 colour printer for $150 (being sold and do the same thing, dragging it to a position. You soon 
because of the new model change). That was another. have the original group snap with inserts all over it. 

Finally insert text wherever you wish. Doctor it up to suit The latest miracle has been finding Print Pilot and I’m 
and now print. telling you, I’m tickled to death with this program. Take a 

look at the illustration in this article – it tells far more The result is fantastic. Now take copies and distribute to 
clearly what the program can do. But let’s go through the your friends. They’ll love it. 
latest job of work I had to do and you will catch on.

I’ve had more fun with this program than any other. And 
The project was to make a letter size picture of my six the price is right. 
grand children plus mum and dad and Gramps (me). I 

Download and enjoy a free trial. If you like it, it’s $25.95 think they call it a collage when you snip bits and pieces 
US from Colorpilot.com. If you don’t like the price, you and paste them all together as one picture. What 
can continue forever with the program but put up with a resources did I have? Well, I had a collection of snaps 
little nag notice on the bottom of each print. It’s fairly taken in one day when we visited the museum. They were 
innocuous. You can’t lose.all group shots, none of them single portraits. I was also 

in a hurry meaning little time to learn any fancy, high 
priced image programs. This family lives in the US so I 
cannot get full-face snaps without a long delay. How to 
use a bunch of group snaps and make them into an 
interesting collage? That’s the project. 

If you think you can take any of the regular imaging 
programs and do this, you are absolutely wrong. Print 
Pilot is the only one out of many that I looked into that 
will do this job. With Photoshop, maybe, if you can pay 
the price and learn it in the time available. 

But on with the nitty gritty!

I had about seven group snaps and what I wanted to do 
was to extract single faces from each and paste these as a 
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Here is where you can learn how to get and use the maximum from MS Windows.  You will learn how 
to use all the Windows tools, and make Windows run more efficiently on your machine.  By 
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You will learn tips and tricks that will save you hours, meet many power uses, see the latest Windows 
products and perhaps win a valuable door prize.
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(and also helpful to home users).  Bring your questions.  Answers or helpful hints, useful shortcuts, 
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If you’re interested in learning how to invest your money and see it grow, (who isn’t) this is the SIG for 
you.  The 1st Wednesday of every month, Ken Morgan leads the Investment SIG.  He facilitates 
discussions on how to make certain investments, and looks at fundamental and technical analysis of 
data programs.  Once in a while he changes pace by brining in a speaker.  If you are interested in some 
very interesting discussion, then you’ll want to attend this SIG.  Visit the Events Calendar on our 
website.
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having difficulties using the Internet or wish to learn more about its various features and related issues, 
then this is the SIG for you.  The first 15 minutes fo the SIG are used to answer participants’ specific 
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Love to see you there!
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Interested in scanners, photography, digital cameras and the software to run all that? Then this SIG is 
for you. We will go over all facets of manipulating pixels to give you the results you want.  We can give 
you tips on improving your projects, so please bring samples of your work with you.  Valuable 
Software and Magazines will be awarded along with some new prizes. Visit the Events Calendar on 
our website. We meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month.  See you Wednesday! 

Dayt im e SIGDayt im e SIG
Leader:  David Higgins   davidmhiggins@rogers.com

Daytime SIG is so popular it meets twice a month, every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  in the 
daytime. Having problems with your computer? Bought new software, can’t install it? Not sure where 
you can purchase an item? You’re a new member and want to meet your fellow club members, them 
come on out to the Daytime SIG. You get to hear all the latest news in computing hardware and 
software, hear all the club announcements and there is a demonstration every meeting on how to use a 
particular utility, office and shareware programs for Windows. Visit the Events Calender on our 
website.
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PCCT Needs You!
Volunt eer  Now

PCCT has the following positions available:

Director - Two positions open.  These are Board of 
Directors positions.

General Meetings Manager, Facilities & Venues - 

Programs Manager - Arranges guest speakers for General 
Meetings.

Special Events Manager - Coordinates volunteers for 
computer shows and arranges other special events (ie: 
annual picnic).

Interested but not yet a PCCT member? Take advantage of 
the “FREE” admission  coupon on the back page and join 
us at the next General meeting . Experience what PCCT 
can offer you! 

For further details please contact the PCCT president, 
Ron Caine -  president@pcct.org.
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collage. Bring up Print Pilot. Then drag in several of the 
group snaps from your source in Windows Explorer and God’s gift to Image people.
place these snaps in the screen space around one of the 

Revue by Trevelyan Beard group snaps. 
Miracles come my way every now and then. I remember Crop a face from one of the snaps, pull it to enlarge, 
when I first got Adobe Premier to work without crashing rotate if needed and drag it to a position on the main 
- that was one miracle. Then there was the time I came snapshot. Take another group snap and pick another face 
across a new HP 1215 colour printer for $150 (being sold and do the same thing, dragging it to a position. You soon 
because of the new model change). That was another. have the original group snap with inserts all over it. 

Finally insert text wherever you wish. Doctor it up to suit The latest miracle has been finding Print Pilot and I’m 
and now print. telling you, I’m tickled to death with this program. Take a 

look at the illustration in this article – it tells far more The result is fantastic. Now take copies and distribute to 
clearly what the program can do. But let’s go through the your friends. They’ll love it. 
latest job of work I had to do and you will catch on.

I’ve had more fun with this program than any other. And 
The project was to make a letter size picture of my six the price is right. 
grand children plus mum and dad and Gramps (me). I 

Download and enjoy a free trial. If you like it, it’s $25.95 think they call it a collage when you snip bits and pieces 
US from Colorpilot.com. If you don’t like the price, you and paste them all together as one picture. What 
can continue forever with the program but put up with a resources did I have? Well, I had a collection of snaps 
little nag notice on the bottom of each print. It’s fairly taken in one day when we visited the museum. They were 
innocuous. You can’t lose.all group shots, none of them single portraits. I was also 

in a hurry meaning little time to learn any fancy, high 
priced image programs. This family lives in the US so I 
cannot get full-face snaps without a long delay. How to 
use a bunch of group snaps and make them into an 
interesting collage? That’s the project. 

If you think you can take any of the regular imaging 
programs and do this, you are absolutely wrong. Print 
Pilot is the only one out of many that I looked into that 
will do this job. With Photoshop, maybe, if you can pay 
the price and learn it in the time available. 

But on with the nitty gritty!

I had about seven group snaps and what I wanted to do 
was to extract single faces from each and paste these as a 
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       or...how one might archive years of family photography.
WHAT DO YOU NEED ?

1) Scanner - most available models will handle unenhanced resolutions in excess of 1200dpi, have 48bit colour capability and be 
generally USB 2.0 compatible, an important feature if you value your time.  A good built-in adaptor which will efficiently allow for 
slide and negative scanning is also essential for this work.  There are several manufacturers' products that meet these criteria. The 
actual choice of model depends on one's pocketbook and the software bundle that may help or hinder your task.

2) Photo Software - Low end suites, MGI PhotoSuite, Picture It, etc will allow for basic image manipulations, colour correction, 
contrast and so on.  Not all photo editing suites include provision for albums.  Irfanview and ACDS are two good organizers. Some, 
like MGI, are multi-functional and will allow for creation of albums of thumbnails. Middle area suites, I use Jasc Paint Shop Pro, 
will allow for more sophisticated techniques, layering, masking, and so on, while the high end, as represented by Adobe Photoshop, 
offers near limitless scope for creative possibilities.  Generally, though, you only want to scan, “clean up” and archive selected 
photographs, rather than get too “artistic” !   A good scanner and low end photo software will allow you to do this readily.

3.       Printer - most printers capable of turning out decent prints are now cheaper than the ink jet refills they require.  All but the cheapest 
will provide a DPI of 1200 or more.  You'll pay extra for quicker speeds, paper handling, etc. Some have ports that allow direct 
connection with your digital camera.

BEFORE STARTING..

1.       Ask yourself why you are doing this.   Is it your intention to :
a) establish an archive of prints on your web page 
b) collect photos suitable for E-mailing to friends, etc
c) organize photos so that you can print from the collection when needed
d) “save” all those old negatives and fading prints before they die of old age 
e) etc, etc ?

2. Your reasons should totally govern how you undertake the process.  For example, graphics intended for on screen and/or web display 
can be scanned at 75dpi but graphics from which you wish to obtain a sharp 8"x10" print should be scanned at least at 300dpi.   If your medium 
is that of 35mm negatives, scans should be at 600-720dpi and upwards.  Photos that you feel have potential to use for purposes of greeting 
cards, use in memorial situations, etc should be scanned at a higher resolution for ease of editing and reproduction.

3) Your reasons will govern how you organize your finished products.  Do you wish to have a strictly chronological record, year by 
year, or would the archives be more useful if organized by themes, such as birthdays, graduations, Christmas, holidays.  Do you want 
albums for each individual family member ?  What about family friends ?   Decisions like these have to be made up front.  Changing 
your mind and having to reorganize hundreds of images can be very time consuming and create problems with folder and file 
pathways. 

DOING IT

1. Scanning the image.

Resolution is an important first decision.  75DPI for the web, 200-300 DPI for photos and stuff from newspapers and magazines, 
much higher for negatives.  “The higher the better” isn't always a good idea, for two reasons.  Firstly, the scan will take much longer 
at that higher resolution. More importantly, you will unnecessarily increase the file size.  Take a look at the following(courtesy of my 
Canon scanner manual) :

                       FILE SIZE ESTIMATES FOR SCANNING A COLOUR IMAGE

Letter size A4 size

75dpi                1.58Mb 1.6Mb
150dpi 6.3Mb 6.5Mb
300dpi 25.2Mb 26.1Mb
600dpi 101Mb 104Mb

Get the idea ?   It is said that there is no point in using resolutions higher than the capability of your printer.  True, but are we never 
going to upgrade our printer needs over the years ?   Rescanning a copy of a print to obtain a higher resolution will not give you the same 
result as scanning the original at a higher resolution. 

“Batch processing” is a good idea.  If you will be scanning quite a few photos at one session, organize them crudely into groups corresponding to 
your destination folders and albums.  Otherwise, you'll find yourself flipping back and forth from one directory to another unnecessarily as you 
process the scans.  Some scanners have the capability to allow you to scan three or four images at one pass and place each image in its own file, 
ready for in-suite editing, provided that no image modification(contrast, colour balance, etc) is required.

2. Manipulate the scanned image.

All the manuals seem to agree that, provided you have adequate scanning software, you should manipulate the image before saving it to your 
photo software suite.   That is to say, make any corrections, for colour, contrast, and the like before the final scan and saving to your hard drive.  It 
gives a better result than doing it on arrival in the photo suite.

3. Into the Photo Suite.

A)     Just as it's better to have your bed made before you sleep in it, so it's a good idea to generate the folders and albums you are going to 
need before you import any images.   Remember that the thumbnails in your albums are just that. They need an actual file image to draw 
upon.  It's a good idea to have folders and albums with names that correspond., i.e. a folder called “Birthdays” which will contain the 
actual image and an album of the same name for the thumbnail.  There is little possibility for file name confusion, since each identically 
named folder and album is given a separate file extension.

B) Some suites will allow you to place thumbnails of everything you scan automatically into albums of your choice.  Consistency 
and conformity is critical unless you want to run into problems with path statements when you later wish to retrieve an image, i.e. the 
actual image isn't where the thumbnail thinks it should be !

a) You now have the image in your photo suite workspace and you wish to save it to a folder.  The BMP format is excellent if you 
intend editing a photo at a later date but file sizes for a 5"x7" print can exceed 17Mb.  At that rate it doesn't take long to fill up a 
hard drive.  JPEGs can be used at various degrees of compression, better for use in E-mails, but are a lossy format, that is to say, 
each time you edit a photo saved as a JPEG, you lose more detail from the image.   TIFFs and GIFs are also good 
alternatives if you wish to keep file sizes small.
.

b) Editing can be done once you have saved the initial image.  Always save that initial image.  If you screw things up badly you can 
always return to the original image, rather than having to rescan from scratch.  Depending on how much you value a given 
photo, this can be very time-consuming.   Scans at high resolutions can be very revealing of the least scratch, dust speck, 
wrinkle, particularly when you are dealing with negatives or slides.   Such contamination yields only very reluctantly to 
persistent brushing and perhaps not at all.  If you can enlarge the photo down to the pixel level, a cloning tool may fix up most of 
the problem areas.

AFTER SOME MONTHS/YEARS.....

a) Once you've archived a few hundred photos, you may start to feel squeezed for space on your hard drive.   Perhaps it's time to 
transfer them to a CD-R or CD-RW, leaving the thumbnails in place in the albums in your photo suite.  Space limitations apart, another excellent 
reason for transfer to removable media is for the time when your hard drive fails.  Whether via CD-R, Zip or memory stick, it's a good idea to 
allow for expansion of your collection.  Do not stint on the number of CDs, for example, that you use in archiving.  Your collection is going to 
expand, rather than contract...remember ?

The trouble with backing up your work to a removable medium is that you often cannot remember just what you scanned and saved since 
the last back up and may therefore miss a few images or create unnecessary duplicates.  This is where a good back up utility is worth its weight in 
gold.  My personal favourite is FreeByte, a free, stripped down programme which is easy to operate. [  ]   

EPILOGUE

There are times when you wonder why you are doing this.  It appears at times as if no one else seems to care about the value of what you 
spend hours working at.  Be patient - wait until they need pictures from the album of Grandma for that birthday card montage...or simply wait until 
your kids are pushing 40, when issues like family continuity, concern for posterity, recalling one's roots, etc, start to create some degree of interest.  

Brian Smith

www.freebyte.com

“SOME DAY ALL THESE WILL BE YOURS” 
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       or...how one might archive years of family photography.
WHAT DO YOU NEED ?
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2) Photo Software - Low end suites, MGI PhotoSuite, Picture It, etc will allow for basic image manipulations, colour correction, 
contrast and so on.  Not all photo editing suites include provision for albums.  Irfanview and ACDS are two good organizers. Some, 
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3.       Printer - most printers capable of turning out decent prints are now cheaper than the ink jet refills they require.  All but the cheapest 
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your mind and having to reorganize hundreds of images can be very time consuming and create problems with folder and file 
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DOING IT

1. Scanning the image.

Resolution is an important first decision.  75DPI for the web, 200-300 DPI for photos and stuff from newspapers and magazines, 
much higher for negatives.  “The higher the better” isn't always a good idea, for two reasons.  Firstly, the scan will take much longer 
at that higher resolution. More importantly, you will unnecessarily increase the file size.  Take a look at the following(courtesy of my 
Canon scanner manual) :

                       FILE SIZE ESTIMATES FOR SCANNING A COLOUR IMAGE

Letter size A4 size

75dpi                1.58Mb 1.6Mb
150dpi 6.3Mb 6.5Mb
300dpi 25.2Mb 26.1Mb
600dpi 101Mb 104Mb

Get the idea ?   It is said that there is no point in using resolutions higher than the capability of your printer.  True, but are we never 
going to upgrade our printer needs over the years ?   Rescanning a copy of a print to obtain a higher resolution will not give you the same 
result as scanning the original at a higher resolution. 

“Batch processing” is a good idea.  If you will be scanning quite a few photos at one session, organize them crudely into groups corresponding to 
your destination folders and albums.  Otherwise, you'll find yourself flipping back and forth from one directory to another unnecessarily as you 
process the scans.  Some scanners have the capability to allow you to scan three or four images at one pass and place each image in its own file, 
ready for in-suite editing, provided that no image modification(contrast, colour balance, etc) is required.

2. Manipulate the scanned image.

All the manuals seem to agree that, provided you have adequate scanning software, you should manipulate the image before saving it to your 
photo software suite.   That is to say, make any corrections, for colour, contrast, and the like before the final scan and saving to your hard drive.  It 
gives a better result than doing it on arrival in the photo suite.

3. Into the Photo Suite.

A)     Just as it's better to have your bed made before you sleep in it, so it's a good idea to generate the folders and albums you are going to 
need before you import any images.   Remember that the thumbnails in your albums are just that. They need an actual file image to draw 
upon.  It's a good idea to have folders and albums with names that correspond., i.e. a folder called “Birthdays” which will contain the 
actual image and an album of the same name for the thumbnail.  There is little possibility for file name confusion, since each identically 
named folder and album is given a separate file extension.

B) Some suites will allow you to place thumbnails of everything you scan automatically into albums of your choice.  Consistency 
and conformity is critical unless you want to run into problems with path statements when you later wish to retrieve an image, i.e. the 
actual image isn't where the thumbnail thinks it should be !

a) You now have the image in your photo suite workspace and you wish to save it to a folder.  The BMP format is excellent if you 
intend editing a photo at a later date but file sizes for a 5"x7" print can exceed 17Mb.  At that rate it doesn't take long to fill up a 
hard drive.  JPEGs can be used at various degrees of compression, better for use in E-mails, but are a lossy format, that is to say, 
each time you edit a photo saved as a JPEG, you lose more detail from the image.   TIFFs and GIFs are also good 
alternatives if you wish to keep file sizes small.
.

b) Editing can be done once you have saved the initial image.  Always save that initial image.  If you screw things up badly you can 
always return to the original image, rather than having to rescan from scratch.  Depending on how much you value a given 
photo, this can be very time-consuming.   Scans at high resolutions can be very revealing of the least scratch, dust speck, 
wrinkle, particularly when you are dealing with negatives or slides.   Such contamination yields only very reluctantly to 
persistent brushing and perhaps not at all.  If you can enlarge the photo down to the pixel level, a cloning tool may fix up most of 
the problem areas.

AFTER SOME MONTHS/YEARS.....

a) Once you've archived a few hundred photos, you may start to feel squeezed for space on your hard drive.   Perhaps it's time to 
transfer them to a CD-R or CD-RW, leaving the thumbnails in place in the albums in your photo suite.  Space limitations apart, another excellent 
reason for transfer to removable media is for the time when your hard drive fails.  Whether via CD-R, Zip or memory stick, it's a good idea to 
allow for expansion of your collection.  Do not stint on the number of CDs, for example, that you use in archiving.  Your collection is going to 
expand, rather than contract...remember ?

The trouble with backing up your work to a removable medium is that you often cannot remember just what you scanned and saved since 
the last back up and may therefore miss a few images or create unnecessary duplicates.  This is where a good back up utility is worth its weight in 
gold.  My personal favourite is FreeByte, a free, stripped down programme which is easy to operate. [  ]   

EPILOGUE

There are times when you wonder why you are doing this.  It appears at times as if no one else seems to care about the value of what you 
spend hours working at.  Be patient - wait until they need pictures from the album of Grandma for that birthday card montage...or simply wait until 
your kids are pushing 40, when issues like family continuity, concern for posterity, recalling one's roots, etc, start to create some degree of interest.  

Brian Smith
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Excerpt from Nov.'03 Smart Computing magazine OK. Click the General tab and then the Extract File 
Restore some DLL's (pg.95) button. From the Restore From pane, you should select 

D:\WINDOWS\OPTIONS\INSTALL (where D: is the To replace or reinstall the "IMAGE-HLP.DLL" or many 
letter of your CD drive); in the Save File In pane, select other DLL files, you will need to extract it from its 
C:\WINDOWS\SYSTEM. Click OK; if you are prompted compact format on your Windows CD and install it in the 
to back up the file, you should click Yes.appropriate directory on your system. Insert your Windows 

CD in your CD drive, exit from any Autoplay window or 
The above was extracted from an article entitled "Put The display that appears.
EXPRESS Back In Outlook Express" and may be of 
interest or assistance to those who are experiencing In Win98 click Start and then Run, type SFC, and click 
problems with corrupted or impaired DLL files in Win98 OK. In the subsequent dialogue box that appears, select 
or WinME.Extract One File From Installation Disk. In the field, type 

Imagehlp.dll (or another. DLL of your choice) and click 
I have occasionally found similar hints by thoroughly Start. From the Restore From pane, select the path 
perusing articles in this magazine. Our fellow members D:\WIN98 (where "D:" is the letter of your CD drive); in 
could probably benefit from their own subscriptionthe Save File In pane, select C:|WINDOWS\SYSTEM, 

click OK; if you are prompted to back up the file you will 
Jim Johnstonwant to click Yes.

In WinMe click Start and Run, type msconfig, and click 

Just recently, I have joined the PCCT and am glad that I did and that the speed was quite efficient (4 gigs takes about 
so. I enjoyed the presentation by LG and was very fifteen minutes). A few points to improve on would be the 
impressed with the PCCT itself. It is an excellent group of software bundle that came with the drive which is not very 
people and the best part is that the club is in Toronto. I am user friendly, but if you use Roxio Easy CD Creator Software 
glad there is somewhere people can turn to for great it will work wonderfully. Also, if the blank DVD that you are 
professional advice on their Computer and Internet needs. using to burn with does not support 4x speed, the writer will 

burn the DVDs at a 2x speed. Overall though, I would say that To my surprise, I won an LG DVD GSA-4040B Writer 
the LG DVD GSA-4040B Writer is an excellent drive which while attending my very first meeting. Hope this lucky 
has great performance and works well with different kinds of streak keeps up! 
media. Nice piece of hardware! 

I have installed the drive and have some details and 
I hope to meet you all again soon at the next event. Hope to feedback that I would like to share. It is a cool looking 
become an active member of the PCCT! machine for sure and it was really easy to install. I found 

that this LG DVD Writer had a very smooth tray (not like Imran Haider
others that shake the whole PC when you open and close) 

undesirable code flowing down to my computer, I protected small file of 3 to 4 megabytes. A full-length movie file is 
myself with the latest versions of Norton Anti-virus, Zone typically over 700 megabytes so this is a very different 
Alarm and Ad-Aware. I also created a control point with experience from a small file.
Windows XP so I could roll back to pre-Kazaa anytime I 
wanted to. What I found results from the nature of high-speed 

connections with the main point being that you download 
I tried using Ad-Aware to block all of Gator attempts to about 10 times faster than you upload. If I am downloading 
produce pop-up ads. When I did this Gator refused to let material I want to my computer then this is not a problem. 
Kazaa operate, it also seemed to upset other operations of The speed problem comes into play, is that getting material 
my computer. I found I had to uninstall Kazaa and then off the computers of others involves uploading it from their 
reinstall it and not block Gators operation to have all computers and this is where you get the slowdown.
programs working smoothly again. I found Gators ads not 
overly obnoxious and happily easy to dismiss. Your computer must be completely on to access the desired 

file at maximum speed. I found that hibernation modes 
In using Kazaa, each user gets points based on how much inhibited the download. When you are in the process of 
material is uploaded from your computer. If you have downloading, there is a way of searching for more available 
highly desired files in your shared folder then other users streams to help speed the download up.
will tap into your computer to help themselves to these files. 
The more points you acquire the more other computers you In the end, I found it took three full days to download the 
can access and take advantage of multiple streams of “Finding Nemo” movie. That is 72 straight hours of 
downloaded material. downloading. This is many times longer than what was 

quoted. Your computer is not completely tied up for this 
Kazaa works quite well if you want to access a relatively length of time but it does affect its operation.

The quality was “VHS like” or not bad but definitely not 
nearly as good as DVD. The file uses Mpeg4 for compression. 
The video had stereo sound, which is not nearly as good as the 
5.1 DTS Dolby found on the DVD version. Of course it did not 
have any of the extra's that you would find on the DVD.

Overall it is possible to do as the “60 minutes” program 
described but it took much longer to complete. I would say 
that Kazaa can’t capture clips, at least not yet on my computer.

Ron Caine

Re store s ome D LL ’s

A New  Mem ber &  Happ y Winner

including manuals, software, cables and original box. Describe the  item as class B if you only have item and necessary cables.
The exchange of items is not to take place at the SIG 

A number of members who attend the Digital Imaging SIG meeting but at a arranged spot.
would like a page added where recent computer items could be Once an item is sold, the member would be required to 
listed for sale. notify me, so we can take the item off the page.

Printers, digital cameras and scanners are replaced by I would handle the management of the page, I will send the 
new models every six months these days.I number of the members required changes to Paul Leduc, the webmaster, so they can be 
are interested in these slightly out of date items. posted.

The item should include the price you would like for it, of 
course this will be negotiable with an interested party a trade also Ron Caine, SIG Leader
might be discussed.

To help interested purchasers, please describe the item as 
Class A if you have all the pieces the item originally came with 
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PCCT
Membership Benefits

 With your  membership  you get:

¶ Free entrance to club meetings including 
the General Meeting and the Special Interest 
Groups (SIG’s) that meet throughout the 
month.

¶ Eligible to enter the monthly General 
Meeting doorprize draws

¶ Demonstrations and presentations by 
leading software, hardware and computer 
columnists at the general meetings.

¶ Special deals on Internet service, software 
and hardware;

¶ Expert help from knowledgeable computer 
users.

¶ Other members of your immediate family, 
including children to 18, at the  same 
address are covered by your  membership.

One p ers on, one m onth

FREE
  G uest
   P ass!

FREE
  G uest
   P ass!

Whe re :  T he  B et h T ik va h Syn ag og ue
                   30 80  Ba yv ie w  Av en ue
                     Back Entrance, Free Parking
Whe n:     GM - 3 rd  Tue sd ay  o f t he  m on th
               (o r SI G’s  - se e c al en da r be lo w )

Sa ve $ 5.0 0
 with  this  cou pon  at all PCCT events, 1 tim e only

FREE ADMISSION . . The night is on us !         ADMIT ONE

PCCT  Membership Application form

Send to  
http://www.pcct.org

The Personal Computer Club 
of Toronto

Membership  Director
4936 Yonge Street, Suite 883
Toronto, Ontario   M2N 6S3

Annual Membership Fees:
$65.00 (for individuals or couples, incl. 

children to 18, at same address)

PCCT
First name: ________________  Last name: _________________

Street : ______________________________  Apt #: ___________

City : ________________________________ Prov.:  ___________   

Postal Code :_______________ Res. Ph: (____) ______________ 

Bus. Ph: (____) ______________ E-mail : ___________________

Profession : _______________  Company: __________________

Signature : _________________________   Date: _____________

q I WANT MORE INFO: q  By Phone    q     By Mail
q Cheque enclosed:   Amount : $ _________  OR    q VISA 
q    VISA number: ___________________ Expiry Date: ___/____
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PCCT EVENT CALEND AR

 1 1

Chr is t m as Box in g Day

New  Years
Day

AGM
The Annual General Meeting and Elections for 
new Board of Directors will be held on Tuesday 
December 9th, starting at 7:00 PM at Beth 
Tikvah Synagogue.

Immediately following the meeting, we will have 
a holiday party with seasonal festive 
refreshments.

Ron Caine will bring his digital camera and will 
be available to take the picture of any member 
who does not have their picture in the Photo 
Gallery on the PCCT website.

As always, there will be an opportunity for a Q 
& A session if you have problems with your 
system at home.
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